Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404520035-0

STAT
)
*AH-Sry CAses 380
DISTRIBUTION I 31 March 1982 \
#U.5. Attorney Likery To Resiemn Over SPY IDENTIFICATION RPN

#By HICHREL J. SHIFFEH
*fissoc1ATED PrRESS HRITER

HASHINGTON (AP) - Justrce DepARTMENT OFFICIALS EXPECT & U.S.
RTTORNEY FRON [ALIFORNIR TO RESIGN BECAUSE HE CONFIRMED THE IDENTITY
oF A KEy CIR source 1m HeExico anp CENTRAL AMERICRs DEPARTHENT SQURCES
sp1p HEDNESDAY. . | R | |

FOUR SOURCESs ALL OF WHOM DECLINED TG BE IDENTIFIEDS INDICRTED THE
FESIGNATION oF WiLriam H. Kewnenys U.5. RTTORNEY IN San D1EGDY 15 Non
THE FROBRABLE OUTCOME FOLLONING A PRIVATE DRESSING DOWN HE RECEIVED
FRO® TOP OFFICIALS IN HASHINGTON ON HONDAY. _

THE CONTROVERSY ARDUND KENNEDY RROSE WHEN ME CONFIRMED FOR A SAM
D1£Go NEWSPAPER LAST NEEK THAT SInCE Novemsers CIR mNp Tor JusTice
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS HAD BLOCKED AN INDICTMENT OF THE CIR sources
HrsueL NassAr Haros wHO HERDED MEXICO'S SECURITY RGENCY UNTIL JRNURRY.
THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FOR THE RERGAN
ADMINISTRATIONY HHICH SUCCEEDED EARLIER THIS HOHTH IN OBTRINING
CONGRESSIONAL AFPROVAL OF B BILL THAT ROULD MAKE IT R FELONY FOR EOTH
GDVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND ORDINARY CITIZENS TO DISCLOSE THE IDENTITY
oF U.5. INTELLIGEWCE RGENTS. .
PRssED BY BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS IN SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FORMS THE
 BILL 15 NOT YET LRH BECAUSE A CONFERENCE COMMITTEE HARS TO IRON OUT THE
DIFFERENCES. A . . '
IN ADDITION' THE DEPARTMENT HAS STRICT RULES AGARINST DISCLOSING
. GRAND JURY INFORMATION, | | |

Askep HEDNESDAY IF KENNEDY WOULD RESIGN) ONE DEFRRTMENT SOURCE SHID:
“THATYS A VERY STRONG POSSIBILITY.'’ fNOTHER REPLIEDY '] novion’T
EE SURPRISED TO SEE THART.'? ‘ _

R THIRD OFFICIAL RESPONDED THIS WAY HHEN ASKED RROUT Kenneny®’s
FuTure: **U.5. ATTORNEYS SOMETINES ALL OF R SUDDEN GO INTD PRIVATE
PRACTICE. YOU CAN MAKE R LOT OF MONEY THERE.'' SUCH A RESFONSE 1S
HIGHLY URUSUAL., L v ,

R FOURTH SOURCE EXPLAINED THAT THE RERGAN RDMINISTRATION HOULD FRCE
SOME DIFFICULTIES IN FIRING KENNEBY: BECAUSE IT MIGHT EE RERD RS AN
oFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE RCCURRCY OF HIS
REMARRKS. R PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEEs KENNEDY COULD BE FIRED ONLY EY
RERGAN. -

Kennepys 50s wAs RN RssSISTANT U.S. RTTORNEY IN San DIEGO UNT:.
RERGAN NOMINRTED HIM FOR THE TOP FOST 1IN HoveMBER.
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